





Mass Schedule
December 8/9

€ 5:00pm

Celebrant: Fr. Rymdeika

Deacon: Mario Mirabelli

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Jeanne Aquino, Jim Cardano, Sandy Focht, Bill Harvey,
Ray Heath

Servers: Shaun Groman, Meghan Groman, Shannon
Groman

Lector: Tom Rafferty

€ T7:00am

Celebrant: Fr. O’'Donnell

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:

Ray Clark, Bill Gallagher, Tony Gray, Matt Jones, Jim
Rommel

Servers: Stella Lee, Anna Leonard

Lector: Joe Morton

€ 9:00am

Celebrant: Fr. Rymdeika

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:

Rena Abercrombie, Maureen Condron, Sean Condron,
Diane Lucas, Kate Nellett

Servers: Madison Duggan, Joaquin Guererra, Michael
Lucas

Lector: Kimmy Murnane

€ 11:15am

Celebrant: Fr. Rymdeika

Deacon: Marion Mirabelli

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:

Mary Brown, Sean Connelly, Janet McClain, Nicole
Pimble, Agnes Salvador, Regina Wilburn, Paul Wilburn
Servers: Gabriella Balaratna, Faith Brinsfield

Lector: Mary Bush
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Advent Wreath and Gift Bearers

-

- 12/1-  5pm: The Plefka family

- 12/2-  7am: Joe Miller

v 9am: The Lucas family

- 11:15: Young Adult Group
~12/8— 5pm:

~12/9- 7am:

i) 9am: Walking With Purpose
g 11:15: The Niwinski family

g 12/15- 5pm:

£12/16- 7am:

9am: The Falguera family
11:15: The Hamme family
.\ T 12/22- 5pm: The Nolden family

:t 12/23— 7am:

9am:

11:15: Jam Youth Group
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Advent begins today-get your book now!

Ever Ancient, Ever New

Reflections for the Advent Season As
Advent once again begins our liturgical
year of recurring feasts and celebrations,
Kathy McGovern, author of the popular
weekly scripture column The Story and
You which appears in many parish bulle-
tins in both English and Spanish (visit
thestoryandyou.com), offers daily reflec-
tions on the threefold themes of Ad-
vent—Christ has come, Christ now lives
in us, and Christ will come again. These
thoughtful meditations and helpful prayer
starters are perfect to use at church be-
fore or after Mass, at home or anytime
you want to pray.

Advent: Prepare the Way of the Lord

An Advent Key tag This small and durable
plastic key tag slips on to any key ring with a
reminder to pray and contemplate during the
days of Advent. Features a quote from Isaiah
40:3 on the back. A great handout for the Ad-
vent season and beyond.

Help The Needy Gift Tree
If you have taken a gift tag from the Help the Needy tree,
please return your gifts by December 15th. Thank you.

Mass Schedule
Immaculate Conception, December 8

€ 9:00am

Celebrant: Fr. Rymdeika

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:

Jim Cardano, Sandy Focht, Agnes Salvador, Molly Kelly, Jim
Rommel

Servers: Please sign up

Lector: Ray Heath

€ 12:05pm

Celebrant: Fr. Rymdeika

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:

Janet Fox, Fran Hovis, Janet McClain, Elizabeth Lucas
Servers: Please sign up

Lector: Mary Doherty

Saturday, December 8 is the
Feast of the Immaculate
Conception
and is also a Holy Day of
Obligation

Mass schedule:
9am, 12:05pm




BLESSED CHRISTMAS EVE
WAFERS: Many descendants of
eastern Europeans follow the
: custom of sharing the blessed
£ v U/IKISW\&S Christmas Wafers at the Christ-
- wifegs mas Eve supper. Traditionally
this is a meatless dinner with
traditional foods. The dinner is served on a table covered
by a white tablecloth. Underneath the tablecloth is scat-
tered straw to remind the family of the manger in Bethle-
hem, and that we all partake of Jesus who is the Eucharis-
tic food for the life of the world. The breaking and sharing of
the blessed Christmas wafers precede the meal. Packets
contain three wafers each along with the instructions for
following the tradition. Traditionally each person has a sin-
gle wafer and breaks off a piece of each other person's
wafer at the table, wishing that person Peace in the Christ-
mas Season and in the coming New Year. The envelopes
containing the blessed wafers will be available in the nar-
thex and at the parish office and we ask for a $4 per
packet to cover the cost. Please place your donation in the
poor box. You do not have to be Lithuanian, Polish, Czech
or Slovak to follow the beautiful custom!
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SVDP Food Pantry is in need of a these items in order

to stay well stocked- Spaghetti sauce, cereal, Dinty Moore Beef
Stew, shampoo, tuna fish, deodorant, Hormel chili, canned fruit,
super market bags and plastic bags. We are also looking for a
local business to hold a Food Drive. Email Tom Abraham at
tomabrahamcpa@comcast.net or 267-716-2672.

St. Catherine of Siena CPR Classes-CPR, AED, Adult, Child,
Infant Classes are offered every 3rd Thursday of each month
from 5:45-9pm in the school. The next class is scheduled for
December 20th. Each course is a 3 hour class with hands-on
training. Classes include Heartsaver (layperson), and Healthcare
Provider level instruction. Contact Doug Levy at 267-994-8065 or
dlevy@computers-cpu.com. Proceeds go to SCS Parish.

Prepare the Way of the King

By Dr. Scott Hahn

PREPARE THE
WAY OF THE KING

DR. SCOTT HAHN
Your Advent journey will
take on new meaning
as you prepare your
heart for the birth of our
Lord. This illuminating
presentation is sure
to help you grow in
appreciation of the
greatest gift ever given to
mankind—Jesus Christ.

+

‘Just what | needed for this
Advent! | loved all the history
around the Christmas Season,
the feast of Christ the King, and
Scott sharing part of his journey
into the Church.”

—Leslie H., Veneta, OR

PREP CALENDAR PRESCHOOL CALENDAR
December December
2/3— Class 19— Christmas program and

celebration at 9:30am.
Christmas break begins

8- 12:05 Teaching Mass
followed by Advent family

gathering
9/10- Class January
16— No Class

17— Christmas pageant in 3— Classes resume

church (Sun./Mon. classes)

~STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE~

Collection 2018 2017
November 18 $14,824 $14,966
Children’s $78 $48.53
Special Projects  $1,170 $585
November 25 $15,327 $14,885
Children’s $40.64 $60.60
Special Projects ~ $57 $65

This week, December 2 the counters are team 2 led
by Bill Fitzpatrick. Next Sunday, December 8 the counters
will be team 3 led by Andy Lafond.

Parish News

The Wonder of Advent: The O Antiphons
Thursdays, Nov. 29 - Dec. 20,

9:45-11:00 AM, in the Church

“O Wisdom coming forth from the mouth of
the Most High” - the First O Antiphon
During the season of Advent we prepare to
celebrate the wonder of Christ, the Son of
God made flesh. To help you prepare, we offer a series
of reflections on the “O Antiphons” which lead us to re-
joice in the attributes of Christ and his fulfillment of the
prophecies of Scripture. The Church sings the O Anti-
phons at Evening Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours and
as the Alleluia verses during Mass on the final week
leading up to Christmas.

Join Keith McClain in the Church after morning Mass on
Thursdays, beginning November 29 to celebrate Christ in
this season of wonder and grace.

Getting to Know the Bible

Sunday, December 9, 10:15-11:00AM

If you come to Mass then you know the Bible is impor-
tant. It is read and quoted throughout every Mass. It is
the very revelation of God to us. But how well do you
know it? Would you like to read it more? Would you like
to better understand what you read? Then join Keith
McClain after the 9:00 Mass on December 9th for the
first of an three-part Introduction to the Bible. No prior
knowledge of the Bible is assumed. Come see why it is
so important to the Church and how you can get to know
@ it better. We will meet in the Hall below the Church.




Exciting news about our parish youth group! St. Catherine’s youth group (J.A.M.) is going to join St. David is Willow Grove and
Our Lady Help of Christians in Abington to form a regional youth group, not only for high school students but for junior high students
as well. This will work well with the fact that the typical age for the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation in all three parishes is
moving to 7" grade in 2019. The group that St. Catherine is joining is called E.P.I.C. (Everything Possible In Christ). The priests of
the three parishes have joined together to begin the search for a full-time youth minister to head the ministry. We hope to be up and
running sometime in early 2019. Visit https://epicyouthgroup.wordpress.com

We invite all 8th through 12th grade students to attend any of our events. Come see what we are all about!

ALL are INVITED to the 4th Annual Simbang Gabi Mass (Filipino Traditional Evening Mass in
Preparation for Christmas) on Friday, December 21, 2018 @ 7 pm. Sponsored by the Filipino
Apostolate, Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Fr. Armand Garcia will be the celebrant. Reception will

follow immediately in the Church Hall. Please bring your family & friends to this once a year gathering.
Meet new friends & experience the true Filipino hospitality.
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received a thank you from

Carmen Sink. We donated :
Dear Santa
o is my wish list:

several old vestments that we
no longer use to celebrate Mass.
Carmen arranged for them to be
delivered to churches in need
located in Panama and
Colombia.

Helpful Free Seniors Booklets
in Narthex
Horsham Interfaith

Coalition (HIC) and Todd Stephen's
office has provided a supply of 2
different booklets to the major
congregations in Horsham Town-
ship that will help SCS members
and Horsham Senior Citizens:
1) PA. Dept. of
Aging 2018 Benefits and
Rights (Blue Cover)
and 2) Senior Handbook Guide
to Services and Benefits for PA
Older Adults (White cover). Feel
free to take a copy of each for your
own benefit or a family member or
senior neighbor.

amazon

T
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Christmas Remembrance Of Our
Children Who Have Died-

During the Christmas season, we
are continuing our tradition of re-
membering our children and babies
whom we have lost. With the help of
our CYO and PREP students, an
ornament with each child’s name
will be designed

and displayed on Christmas trees in
the back of the church. If you would
like an ornament made this year to
remember a child important to you
or your family, please send an email
to holyinnocentsscs@gmail.com
with the child’'s name. Please in-
clude a contact name, telephone
number and an email address. After
New Year's Day, please take your
ornament off the tree. It is yours to
keep. Each year a new ornament

wish list can be
purchased with SCRIP! \ :
Not sure what they Y 4 _,'
want? 6/ B ;
will be made so we ask you to

Give the gift of SCRIP! -
please take your ornament home pﬁ ‘}‘, .
each year. \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ A % %
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Our Lady of Mercy
Regional Catholic School
29 Conwell Drive
Maple Glen, PA 19002

www.olmrcs.com

@LM

Our Lady of Mercy

A shared ministry of St. Catherine,
St. Alphonsus and St. Anthony parishes

OLM Students & Families Collected 1,081
Pounds of Food and other needed items for St.
Vincent DePaul Pantry at St. Catherine of
Siena Parish. A great way to start the holiday
season.

* OLM Invites You to Joinh {Js
3" Annual Christmas Tree Lighting

: .*. . Date: Tuesday, December 4, 2018
ey Time: 6:30 pm
_.' *. .*'.. Join us as we light the OLM Tree & enjoy some
:i;'_ : ';'_l_ Christmas carols and sing along.

Hot chocolate & cookies will be served following
for all to enjoy.

Christmas Reading with Winston
Date: Friday, December 14, 2018
Time: Noon to 1:30

All pre-school children & parents are
invited for our Christmas themed
Reading with OLM Mascot, Winston.
Lunch will be served for all. Please RSVP to Julie Bebey
@jbebey@olmrcs.com

Middle School Dance

(6™, 7™ & 8™ grade students)

Date: Friday, December 7

Time: 7:30 to 10:00

Tickets: $11 (online www.olmrcs.com)
Wear your Christmas attire for chances
at CASH PRIZES! Group & Individual
Prizes will be awarded.

SAVE the DATE:

Designer Bag Bingo
Friday, January 25, 2019.
OLM Cafeteria

More information to follow.

Courtesy First Please!! This time of year means cold and flu sea-
son. If you are unwell with a fever and or a cough please partici-
pate in Mass from the comfort of your own home so as not to
infect those around you in Church!! (EWTN is one of many sta-
tions that offer a televised Mass or log onto www.catholictv.com and
participate online) All Catholics have the obligation to attend Mass on
all Sundays of the year and Holy Days of Obligation under pain of
serious sin. The only thing that excuses a Catholic from this obliga-
tion is when attendance at Mass is a physical impossibility or when
one is hindered from attendance due to circumstances that are be-
yond a persons control. When you are sick, the obligation to attend
Mass is lifted. Therefore we urge persons who are ill to only re-
turn to Mass when you no longer pose a threat those around
you.

Parish Contact Information
Phone : 215-672-2881 Fax: 215-674-1025
www.stcatherineschurch.org
School Director: Monica Neill

Fax:
Parish Staff

Parish Services Director: Keith McClain EX. 115
Business Manager: Kathleen Werner............. Ex 119
Administrative Asst. Mary Beth Dougherty  Ex. 117
Bulletin Editor: Mary Beth Dougherty  Ex. 117
SCRIP Sales: Mary Beth Dougherty  Ex. 117
Safe Environment: Mary Beth Dougherty  Ex. 117
marybeth@stcatherineschurch.org

215-674-1904
215-674-1466

Our Lady of Mercy Regional Catholic School:

646-0150~ www.olmrcs.com
Principal: Mr. John McGrath
Religious Education Office: 674-8549
Administrator: Regina Osborne Ex. 130
Administrative Assistant: Jen Sgro Ex. 131

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 9AM —-7:15
Friday: 9am-5pm
PM Saturday: 9AM - 1PM
Sunday: 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Parish Organizations
The following are our parish societies, organizations
and programs. If you are interested in joining or helping
with any of our activities, kindly contact the person
listed below. We encourage all of our members to
become actively involved in our parish life.
Aid For Friends: Ms. Kathy Recklitis .........
Altar Servers: Deacon Mirabelli
mgmirabelli@yahoo.com
Church Cleaning Comm. Mike Delucia.......646.0122
Church Décor Committee: Diane Calvin......370-2699

237-1250

C.P.R Training Doug Levy.................... 267.994.8065
Cub Scout Pack #39 Ron Wilson............ 215-651-5857
C.Y.O.: Mike Joyce........... michael.joyce5@verizon.net
Eucharistic Adoration: Mary Kolb.......... 672-7005
Maranatha: Mr. Daniel Fanning............. .836-5107

Extraordinary Ministers: Fr. Rymdeika........ 672-2881
Financial Council: Fr. Rymdeika............. .. 672-2881
Girl Scouts: .................... taralee.kepner@gmail.com
Health Advisory Council: Ann McHugh ... ... 654-5181
Knights of Columbus: Fr. Keeney Council

Tony Gray......ccoveveiiiiiiiiiiie, graycavS6@aol.com
Lectors : Fr. Rymdeika................. c.cooeni. 672-2881
Liturgy Committee: Mike DelL.ucia............... 672-2881

Music Director: Angela Jowett
music@stcatherineschurch.org

Assistant Music Coordinator: Ria Choi...
music2@stcatherineschurch.org

Parish Nurse Partners:

Ms. Anne White...........ooiiiiiiiiiiis 886-7273

Pastoral Council: ............ .................. 672-2881
Pre Cana Team:

Loriand Gary Ingersoll ...t 641-0492
Pre Jordan Team: Deacon & Mrs. Timothy
Urbanski.................. 643-4663
R.C.LA:Sandy Focht . ............ciiiiiis .646-2068
SVDP Society: Susan Glover ..................... 734-0262
Ushers: Mr.Rob Yanni..................oooon oo 527.0789
JAM Youth Group: Viv Reese............. 267-800-6923
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